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ttlMffl'* 111543 ' : «• -authorized wriungordraw- 
USflflTfl (W5fl, which aJso serves as the plural of , 
used as a singular mass noun <gratf?tf ^ is commonly 

rode the subway -New York^fr^ ™™*'P^P* People who 
K. Oberbeck) This use is well estawSed^^/ 0 ^ 31 ! 0118 -* 
tabUshed as the mass-noun use of JEE , iff J 4 ** 1 yet 85 Wc « «- 
«ont noun Is still quite rare and is S*EdLrt M a sln * u £ 

graf.fl.to ygrs-'fe-Qtd, gra-, grfiA „ 7,/ flfm 11 ?- . . 
W"* to scratch pre?, fr. VqT«> st? us f? i 'USS in ? c S ptlon » fr - 
Ins^onordniwirtgmadeon^m^ < 1851 ) : an 

oft, : a message or slogan written S o? aStf L ?SJ&f a rock or ^ 
t VffijstU^ ^ or as ii as a graffito — graf.fi.t.st 



graffiti • grand 543 




V'fe-tistXrt " w 
'flraft Vgraf t\ « [ME grqflfe, gra/fc? f f a f 
W graph, fr. ^jn^S:{fJS^'^ 
grapheion, fr. graphein to write — m«™ . IT , 
5Tla:a grafted planT b : sSSn f SH 1 )? J 
point of insertion of a scion upon S 1 o * £ e 
ictof grafting b : somethlng^ft ed ^,?. a .« ; ! he 
tissue used in grafting g g " ed ' jptfc ^ : -«ving 
tyafi*q4c) la: to cause (a scion) to unit*. 
stock; a*» : to unite (plants or scion and I stock?** 
farm a graft b : to propagate fa nlin? i k, to 
2 a : to join or united I^ aW^"'? 
(a chemical unit) to a main mofecSf r JL ° a -J tach 
implant (gyfog tissue) surgiSurJ ^ h ? n . ^ : '° 
. come grafted 2 : to perform craftino i " i° be " 

Van » (1865) : the acquisition of oain r ftc ^ 
toaMr ways; :^] egal J J fi J»<« money) i„ dishonest 
graftege Vgraf-uA * ( C a. 1895) : the orinH«i- 
graft-versus-host disease Z /iq*£ . nci pIes and practice of graftim. 
dittm that results when T celk from I « *"*nti»Uy fatal bodily CO n? 
esp.abone marrow txansplam reaTtT mm tiSSU f S transplant a?d 

i!nvfe^? ea k n . our d,etary "former] (1834) 

'■SftSrtM SivS^ or quest km Sh«ly quests 2 : the 



duced by a soil bacS^^2ffitefc^' yPe P Ude «ntibtote p£ 

and I syntax of a la^u£ e b • a ^T^^ Wem ofwESoS 
maUcal structured ata.guL, f?!™ ^ 1 ruJes tha < defines Te^Z! 

grammar school nri4c> i«. " « K> " 

SfO^ i" P"P«»tion forVe^b^BHi^' Lata 

one Inflectional fonn to a^aS^f part ? f meaning that varies frrm. 
gram molecufar weight „lca^9fw^ . 



Gram mt. v. ^ l — ^led also gram* 

nram^? 1 ^" ^ Qrwn ^ ho ^* a trademark] (1887) 

mm. , n5-TL«.. a_. r- . . . 



Sa : kerme 5 Tr^ ar ?« d * e Jfi£ Possible <a Z'of 

J*of,V^V'«««i sur face or appea^nce f^'' : C «W«, 

anj^aasnsity _ ^ metric sv?n^.i,f^ n U n,e,er of w ater at 
of^^ YSTEM Uble 2 : *e weight of'a 
-*»=„^ mn « & alter.J (ca. 1I34) 
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tl^Dr^^^^T^l^grana-V n (Hans C J Cram 

^s^rrr- - : 

f>ration> b : marked byT^ fori : a ^ H \ 8U ^^<f^~*e- 
tended to Impress <a peTson ~ S^^i ? up BRCluotrs b?(^ 
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diaku VP dial. (Okinawa)] (1970) : a weapon that consists of two 
o^o/sticks joined at their ends by a short length of rawhide, cord, 

f £j!S-ture \j3»('>£?^h*r' ^Un(tK -char, -,tyur, -,tOr\ /i [It nun- 
's^, fr. w^Hl* 5 *) 1 : a papal diplomatic mission headed by a 

2: the office or period of office of a nuncio 
S VnanCg^o. »nun(t)A n, />/ -cl-os Dt, fr. L nuntius messenger, 
^££gel a papal Ic * atc of ^ rank permanently ac- 

^Sflted to a civil government 

JSn-cle Vnan-kal\ n [by alter, (fr. misdivision of an uncle)] (ca. 1589) 
jdefh Sal : uncle 

iSrKU-pa-tlve Vnsn-ky^MJa-tiv, 'nan-; ,nan-'kyu-p;>-\ o# [ML nuncw- 
JSftw, fr« LL» so-called, fr. L nuncupatus, pp. of nuncupare to name, 
{Job. ultlm. fr. nomen name + capcrc to take — more at namb, hbave] 
fofo : not written : oral <a ~ will> 

^nery \ton-rf, /n»-n»-\ n, p/ -ner-les (14c) : a convent of nuns 
Soc nWW XnU-'ak-'manA n [Vietnamese ntr&c mam, lit., salted fish 
tfoocj W : a sauce made of fish (as anchovies) fermented in brine 
iJ^VnO-OpaA n, pi Nupe or Nupes (1883) : a member of a people 
ofwert central Nigeria; also : the language of the Nupe people 
Irtm-ttalVnap-stol. -ch»L +-shd-W3l, -i--cha-wal\ adj [L nuptialis, fr. nup- 
ttae, pL. wedding, fr. m/Jwr* to marry; perh. akin to Gk nymphe bride, 
ormch] (15c) 1 : of or relating to marriage or the marriage ceremony 



2" : characteristic of or occurring in the breeding season <^ flight) 
Cmttal n (ca. 1555) ; marriaoe, wedding — usu. used in pi. 
nujMtaH-ty Viap-she-'a-b-te, -chfiA n, pi -ties (1899) : the marriage 

|furi4tanl N.nur-a-'sta-ne, ,nyur-\ n [tfuristan, Afghanistan] (1951) 1 
; i member of a group of peoples of the Hindu Kush in northeastern 
Afghanistan 2 : the family of languages spoken by the Nuristanis that 
constitutes a distinct branch of Indo-Iranian 
'nurse \*nars\ n [ME notice, norce, nurse, fr. AF nurice, fr. LL nutricia, 
fr. U fem. of nutridus nourishing — more at nutritious] (13c) 1 a 
; a woman who suckles an infant not her own : WET nurse b : a 
woman who takes care of a young child : dry nurse 2 : one that 
looks after, fosters, or advises 3 : a person who cares for the sick or 
Infirm; specif : a licensed health-care professional who practices inde- 
Beadently or is supervised by a physician, surgeon, or dentist and who 
b skilled in promoting and maintaining health — compare licensed 
PRACTICAL nurse, REGISTERED NURSE 4 a : a worker form of a so- 
da) Insect (as an ant or a bee) that cares for the young b : a female 
mammal used to suckle the young of another 
nurse vb nursed; nurs-ing [ME nurshen to suckle, nourish, contr. of 
Bunthen] vt (14c) 1 a : to nourish at the breast : suckle b : to take 
nourishment from the breast of 2 : rear, educate 3 a : to pro- 
mote the development or progress of b : to manage with care or econ- 
omy (pursed the business through hard times) (nursed a 1-0 lead) c 
: to take charge of and watch over 4 a : to care for and wait on (as a 
nek person) b : to attempt to cure by care and treatment 5 : to hold 
to one's memory or consideration <~ a grievance) 6 a r to use, han- 
dle, or operate carefully so as to conserve energy or avoid injury or 
pan <~ a sprained ankle) b : to use sparingly c : to consume slow- 
ly or over a long period Oy a cup of coffee^ ~vi 1 a : to feed an off- 
spring from the breast b : to feed at the breast : suck 2 : to act or 
ktvc as a nurse — nurs-er n 

Burewnald \«nars- l inad\ n (1657) : a girl or woman who is regularly 
employed to look after children 

amsenrnld-wlfe \- , mid- l wif\ n (1952) ; a registered nurse with addi- 
TOJMtTMning as a midwife who delivers infants and provides prenatal 
foflpostpartum care, newborn care, and some routine care (as gyneco- 
52?V^^l\ of women — nurse-mid- wife-ry \- l mid-*wi-f<»re, 

W^raC;tl.tion-er \-prak-'ti-sh(a-)nar\ n (1969) : a registered nurse 
*™b Qualified through advanced training to assume some of the du- 
^™ responsibilities formerly assumed only by a physician 
"TO^Wdrs-re, toroA n, pi -er-les (14c) 1 obs : attentive care 
•WWBRAOE 2 a : a child's bedroom b : a place where children are 
«JorarUy cared form their parents' absence c: day nursery 3 a 
•^^hing that fosters, develops, or promotes b : a place in which 
jwwns are trained or educated 4 : an area where plants are grown 
wr ©^planting, for use as stocks for budding and grafting, or for sale 
mril where young animals grow or are cared for 
wtfwy«man \-mon\ n (1672) : one whose occupation is the cultiva- 
^^Pj^ts (as trees and shrubs) esp. for sale 

l J*sery rhyme n (1816) : a short rhyme for children that often tells a 

SSSSo&l 00 !^? 3 ^ : a s F ho ° 1 for children usu. under five years 
WiSlS aG n L< 1943 > : a worker who assists trained nurses in a hospi- 
nun? fESS 111 ^ specialized services (as giving baths) 
•^wenark n [alter, of nusse} (1851) : any of various sharks (as family 
Jjjnwmostomatidae); esp : a shark (Gingfymostoma cirratum) of warm 

"JS* " 0860) 1 : the profession of a nurse <schools of ~> 2 : the 
t225£ f u nursc <proper ~ is difficult work) 

■JJWJJ noma n t (1896) : a privately operated establishment providing 
K^E^i^m^? 0 ^ or nursing care for persons (as the aged or 
^«ironically ill) who are unable to care for themselves properly 

for 2 



s care and at- 



,J^jn^cally ill) who are unable to care for themselves properly 
^Sm^^hiW n ° nC ^ solicitously car ^ to 

^•bjr.ance \W-cha-ron(t)s\ n (ca. 1938) : affectionate 

ttt^y n ¥ r ' ch ^ n P*? "orture, nurture, fr. AF nureture, fr. LL nu- 
oSrcA*w^™??IP^/ r ; L " utritus > PP- of nutrire to suckle, nourish — 
JjJJ^NouRisH] (14c) 1 : trainino, upbrinoino 2 : something 

, SSn^ 8 ?^ : ^°° D 3 : the sum of the environmental factors influ- 
behavior and traits expressed by an organism 
•Shf nur-tur-ing Vnorch-rin, •nar^ho-X (15c) 1 : to 

tSBrf • ? nourish m«nt 2 : educate 3 : to further the develop- 

W\s?a FC ^ R ~" nur.tur.er Vnor^hor-oA n 
Pdhtf n tME n ^ lte ' note; ft. OE hnutu; akin to OHO nuz nut and 

^SttZSL^S 9^* *?S l) L a h ^- sfaellcd fruit or seed 
om l^^rabfe rind or shell and Interior kernel (2^ - * ' 
TtuZJ a *K todehiscent one-seeded fruit with a wo« 
Problem or undertaking b : corb, heart 




nuthatch 



dy pericarp 2 a 
3 : a perforated 



nunciature • nux vomica 853 

block usu. of metal that has an internal screw thread and is used on a 
bolt or screw for tightening or holding something 4 : the ridge in a 
stringed instrument (as a violin) over which the strings pass on the up- 
P cr *S d of tke fingerboard 5 : a small lump (as of butter) 6 a : a 
foolish, eccentric, or crazy person b : enthusiast <a movie ~> 7 pi 
: nonsense — often used interjectionally 8 slang : a person's head 
9 usu vulgar : testis 10 : the amount of money that must be earned 
in order to break even 11 : en 1 — nuWike VM\a4J 
*nut vi nuMed: nuMing (1604) : to gather or seek nuts 
nu-tete Vnu-.tfit, «nyQ-\ vi nu*tat^d: nu*taMng (1880) : to exhibit or 
undergo nutation 

nu-ta-fion XnO-Ha-shan, nytlA n fL nutation-, nutatio, fr. nutare to nod, 
rock ~- more at numbn] (1612) 1 archaic : the act of nodding the 
head 2 : oscillatory movement of the axis of a rotating body (as the 
earth) : wobblb 3 : a spontaneous usu. spiral movement of a growing 
plant part — nu-ta.tlon.al Vshnol, -sh»-n1\ adj ^ ^ 

nut-brown Wot-^railnX adj (14c) : of the color of a brown nut 

nut-case \-Jfcas\ n (1959) : nut 6a 

H C v k#e T^" ,1 ^?; k x A n te\ 1548 ) = implement for cracking nuts 
nut-gall \-,gdl\ n (15c) : a gall that resembles a nut; esp : such a gall pro- 
duced on oaks 

r L Ut .P ra ?? n { lT7S ) 1 a . P crcnnlal sedge (Cyperus rotundus) of wide distri- 
bution that has slender rootstocks bearing small edible tubers resem- 
bling nuts; also : a related sedge (C. esculentus) 

nut.fiatch Vnot-JiachX n DW notehache, fr. 
note nut + •hache; akin to OE Xohaccian to 
hack — more at hack] (14c) : any of various 
small tire-climbing chiefly insectivorous 
birds (family Sittidae and esp. genus Sittd) 
that, have a compact body, a narrow bill, a 
short tail, and sometimes a black cap 

nut-house \*nat- 1 haus\ n (X90Qyslang : a 
mental hospital 

nuMet Vn»t-fot\ n (1856) 1 a : a small nut 
b : a small fruit similar to a nut 2: the stone 
of a drupelet 

nut-meg \ 4 nat-,meg, -.magX n fME notemigge, 
notemuge, ultlm. fr. Old Occitan noz mus- 
cada, fr. noz nut (fr. L nuc-, nux) + muscada. 
fem. of muscat musky — more at muscat] 
Q5 c) 1 : an aromatic seed produced by an 
evergreen tree (Myristicajragrans of the family Myiisticaceae, the nut- 
meg family) native to the Moluccas; also : the ground seed used as a 
spice — compare mace 2 2 : a tree yielding nutmeg 

nut-pick Vn3t-,pik\ n (1862) : a small sharp-pointed implement for ex- 
tracting the kernels from nuts 

nu-tra-ceu.tl.cal also nu-tri-ceu-ti-cal VnQ-tr^-'sQ-ti-kalX n {nutritive 
+ ^termaceutican (1990) : a foodstuff (as a fortified food or dietary 
supplement) that provides health benefits in addition to its basic nutri- 
tional value 

nu-tria Vnu-tre-9, «nyu-\ n [AmerSp, fr. Sp, otter, modif. of L Intra- 
prob. akin to OE oter otter] (1820) 1 : the durable usu. light brown fur 
of a nutria 2 : a large So. American semiaquatic rodent (Myocastor 
coypus) with webbed hind feet and a round nearly hairless tail that has 
been introduced into parts of Europe, Asia, and No. America 

nutrient Wu-tre-ant, «nyu-\ adj [L nutrient-, nutriens, pro. of nutrire to 
nourish — more at nourish] (1650) : furnishing nourishment 

nutrient n (ca. 1828) : a nutritive substance or ingredient 

nu-trl-ment Vnu-trd-nwnt, 'nyOA n fME, fr. L nutrimentum, fr. nutrire] 
(15c) : something that nourishes or promotes growth, provides energy 
repairs body tissues, and maintains fife ' 

nu-tri-tion Nnu-Hri-shan, nyu-\ n [ME nutricioun, fr. LL nutrition- nutri- 
tao, fr. L nutrire] (15c) 1 : the act or process of nourishing or being 
nourished; specif : the sum of the processes by which an animal or 

Slant takes in and utilizes food substances 2 : nourishment 1 — n u- 
1-tipn.al Vtrish-nal, -tri-slw-nT\ adj — nu-tri-tlon-aMy adv 
nu.fr|.tton.l8t \-tri-sh(a-)nist\ n (1926) : a specialist in the study of nu- 
trition 

nu-trl-tious Xnu ^tri-shas, nyu-\ adj [L nutricius. fr. nutru>, nutrix nurse, 
fr. nutrire to nourish — more at nourish] (1665) : nourishing — 
nu-tri.tious.|y adv — nu-tri-tioua-ness n 

nu-trl-tlve Vnu-tr*-tiv, 'nyflA adi (14c) 1 : of or relating to nutrition 
2 : nourishing — nu-tri-tive-ry adv 

nutritive ratio n (1897) : the ratio of digestible protein to other nutri- 
ents In a foodstuff or ration 

nute Vn»ts\ adj (1785) 1 : enthusiastic, kben <~ for animals and 
children —Rick Reilly> 2 : INSANB, crazy <said that It was a novel 
and all the people who said otherwise were ~ — Flannery O Connor> 

nutsand bolts n (1967) 1 : the working parts or elements 2 : the 
practical workings of a machine or enterprise as opposed to theoretical 
considerations or speculative possibilities — nuts-and-bolts adj 

nut-sedge Vnat-^sejx n (ca. 1909)Tnut grass 

nut-shell \^nat-,shel\ n (13c) 1 : the hard external covering in which 
the kernel of a nut is enclosed 2 : something of small size, amount or 
scope In a nutshell : in a very brief statement 

nut-ter \«n»-ter\ n (1958) slang Brit : nut 6a 

nut-ty Vnd-te\ adj nut-tl^r, -est (15c) 1 : having or producing nuts 
2 : having a flavor like that of nuts 3 : BCCENTRic, silly; also : men- 
tally unbalanced-- nut-tl-ly \-ta-Ie\ adv — nut-ti-ness n 

Nuih^ah-Nulth also Nuu Chah Nulth N.nfl-'chS-nulX n, pi Nuu- 
Chah-Nulth also Nuu Chah Nulth [Nootka nuca nul, Ul all aloiS 
the mountains] (1979) : nootka 

nux vom.|<a X^aks-^va-mi-koX n, pi nux vomica [NL, Ut., emetic nut] 
(14c) 1 : the poisonous disk-shaped seed of a free (Strychnos nux* 
vomica of the family Loganiaceae) of southern Asia that contains sev- 
eral alkaloids and esp. strychnine and brucine; also : the tree yielding 
nux vomica 2 : a drug containing nux vomica 

\©\ abut V\ kitten, F table \ot\ farther \a\ ash \ft\ ace mop, mar 
\aa\oot \ch\chin \e\bet \«\easy \g\go \i\hit \T\ice V\Job 
\0\sing \6\go \6\law \6i\boy \th\thin \ih\the \fl\loot \u\foot 
\y\yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, n , oe, us, ^ see Ouide to Pronunciation 



1386 vedalla • vellelty 



ve*da«1la \v4-*d5l-p\ n [NL, genus name] (1889) : an Australian lady- 
'bugifiadoUa cardmalis) introduced to many countries to control scale 
; msects — called also vedalia beetle ■• 

Ve*dan«ta \va-«dan-ta, v>, -Uan-\ n [Skt Veddrtta, lit, end of the Veda,, 
fr. Veda + anta end; akin to OB ende end] (1788) : an orthodox system 
of Hindu philosophy developing esp. In a qualified monism the specu- 
lations of the Upanf shads on ultimate reality and the liberation of the 
soul — Ve-dan-tlsrn V'dan-.ti-zam, AlanA r Ve4arvttel Vdfia- 
tistJdan-\« 

Ve*daiVtic V'dan-tik, -ManA adj (1882) 1 V of -or relating to the 
Vedanta philosophy 2 : VEDIC . 

Ved-da or Ved»dah Vve-doYn {Sinhalese vedda hunter] (1681) : a mem- 
ber of an aboriginal peopleof Sri Lanka 

Ved*Jold \*ve^,doid\ n (1929 : a racmber of a rape of southern Asia tra- 
ditionally classified by such physical features as wavy, to curly hair, 
chocolate-brown skin color, and slender body build.-!- Veddold o# . 

ve*dette or vl«dette \vl- a der\ n CP, fr.lt vedetta; alter, of velettQ prob. 
fr. So vela watch, fr. velar to keep watch, fr. L vigilare to wake, watch, 
fr. vigil awake — more at vkhx] (ca. loll) : a mounted sentinel sta- 
tioned in advance of picket? 

Vfe*dic \W&^lk\aaV (1848) : of or relating to thcYedas, the language in 
which they are written, or Hindu.history and culture between 1500 ac. 
and 500 B.C . . 

veo \*ve\ n (ca. 1883) 1 : something shaped like the letter V 2 : the 
letter v . « " 

vee*Jay VveSJSV n [video jockey] (ca.,1981) : an announcer of a pro- 
gram (as on television) that features musk videos 

veenawro/viNA , 

veep Vvep\ n [fr. v. p. (abbr. for vice, president)} (1949) : VICE PRBST- 

4 DENT 

^veer.VvhA vt CME veren, of LG or D origin; akin to MD vieren to. slack- 
_ en, MLG yirerj] (15c) : to let out (as a rope) 

*veer. vb {MB veren, fr. MF virer, fr. Op, to throw with a twisting potion, 
fr. VL *\irare, alter, of L vfbrare to, wave, propel suddenly — more at 
vibrate] vt (15c) 1 : to change direction or course <the economy 
~~ed sharply downward) 2 of the wind : to shift in a clockwise direc- 
tion — compare BACK 3 : to wear ship ~ vt: to direct to a different 
course; specif : WEAR 7 8W see swerve — veer*lng*!y \Aj)4i\adv 

*ve©r n (ca. toll) i a change In course or direction <a ~ to the right) 
vee*TV \Mr-C\ n, pi veerfes [prob. unit] 0838) : an American thrush 
(Catharusfuscescens) common in the eastern VS. 
veg Vveft n, veg (1918) cAJ&/> BrU : vegetable 
Ve-ga We-ga "vSA/i [NL, fr] (a/^asr) fl/-^dtfi < , lit, the falling (vul- 
ture)) (ea, 1638) : the brightest star in the constellation Lyra 
vea«fln \*v6-gan also *vfi- a£so ■ve-Jari or -ijan\ n [by cdntf. fr. vegetarian] 
(1944) : a strict vegetarian who consumes no animal food or dairy 
products; also : one who abstains from using animal products (as leath- 

« er) — vegan adj — veg*an«isfn \S*^ l n¥«nn^.'v&-ga-, *ve-ja-\ n 

Weg-e r ta*Ole Vvej-to-baL "ve-iaA adj [ME, fr. MLw5?#aif vegetative, 
fr. wgefczne to grow, fr. L, to animate, fr. vegetus lively, fr. vegere to en- 
liven — more at Wake] (15c). 1 a : of , relating to, constituting, or 
growing like plants. . fc> : consisting of plants : vboetational 2 
: made from, obtained from, or containing plants or plant products Kr^ 
soup> Kr^ fat> 3 : resembling or suggesting a plant (as in inertness or 
passivity) 

^vegetable * (15c) 1 : PLANT lb 2 : a usu. herbaceous plant (as the 
cabbage, bean, or potato) grown for an edible part that is usuu eaten as 
part of a meal; also : such an edible part 3 : a person whose mental 
and physical functioning is severely impaired and esp.* one who re- 
quires supportive measures (as mechanical ventilation) to survive 
vegetable ivory n (1842) 1 : the hard white opaque endosperm of the 
ivory nut that takes a high polish and is used as a substitute for ivory 
2: IVORY NUT, 

vegetable marrow n (ca. 1816) chiefly BrU : any of various smooth* 
skinned elongated summer squashes with creamy- white to deep green 
skins 

vegetable oil it (1765) : an oil of plant origin; esp : a fatty oil from 
seeds or fruits , . 

vegetable oyster n (ca. 1818) \ salsify 
vegetable pear n (1887) : chaVote 

vegetable Wax n (1815) : a wax of plant origin secreted commonly in 
thin flakes by the walls of epidermal cells 

veg*e*ta*bly Wej-taHble, «ve«JaA advoradj (1651) : in the manner of, or 
like a vegetable 

ve^«e«tar\*ve-J>-t < T\ adj \MLvegetare to grow] (15c) 1 : vegetable 
2 : VEGETATIVE 3 ; of or relating to the vegetal pole of an egg or to 
that part of an egg from which the endoderm normally develops <~ 
blastomerfes) 

vegetal pole n (1896) : the point on the surface of an egg that is dia- 
metrically opposite to the animal pole and usu. marks theLoenter of the 
protoplasm containing more yolk — see blastula illustration 

1 veg*e«taPl*an \,vHa-Her-€-3n\ n \?vegetib\c + *arion\ (1839) \ : one 
who believes in or practices vegetarianism 2 : hbrbivorb ' 

Vegetarian s (1849) 1 : of or relating to vegetarians 2 : . consisting 
wholly of vegetables, fruits, grains, nuts, and sometimes eggs or dairy 



_ _*<a"wdiety 

veg«e«tar*l*an'ism Ve^ni-zsmX « (ca. 1851)' : the theory or practice 
oflivingoha vegetarian diet 

vegetate \*ve-|*-,tat\ vb Hatred; 4at*lng: [ML vegetatus, pp: of veg- 
etare Xo grow] vi (1605) 1 a : to grow in the manner of a plant; also 
: to grow exuberantly or with proliferation of fleshy or warty out- 
growths , b.: to' produce vegetation 2 : to lead a passive existence 
without exertion of body or mind ^ vt: to establish vegetation in or 
on ' :* 

veg.e.ta.tlon Vve-Ja-tH-shwiN n (15c4) 1 : the act or process of vege- 
tating 2 ;. inert existence S : plant life or total plant cover (as of an 
area) 4 : an abnormal growth upon a body part <fibrin ~e on^the mi- 
tral valve> — veg*e*t£htiorval \-shnal, -eha-n'IN adj 
veg.e*ta.ttve WH^ta-tM adj 04c) 1 a a) : growing or Having the 
-power of growing (2) : of, relating to, or engaged in nutritive and 
. growth functions. as contrasted with reproductive functions (a rv nu- 
cleus) b : promoting plant growth <the ^.properties of soil} e : of, 
relating to, or Involving propagation by nonsexual processes or meth- 
ods 2 : relating to, composed of, or suggesting vegetation 3 : of or 



relating to the division of nature comprising the plant Wn»W> * 
: autonomic 1 b : characterized by. resulting from, orbdnaaJ** 
of severe mental impairment in which only involuntary baduv IS** 
Hons are sustained 6: vegetable 3 — veg^-ta-tWe^iy cAjL^?^ 
e-ta.tfve-ness n - ^Hh 

ve*gete \v>!jet\ adj [L vegetus — more at vegetable] (1639) archai* 

* LTVELYi HEALTHY ***K 

veg*gle also veg«le VvHeA n [by shortening & alter.] (1955) 1 • 

BTABLB 2 slang I VEGETARIAN ••▼80- 

veggle burger n (1972) : a patty chiefly of vegetable-derived dtowj, 
used as a meat substitute; also : a sandwich containing such a nat*« 

«»i,» OT o I Mr fl,nfl out fchort fOT 

vr>he«mence We^-nwn(t)s\ n (15c) : the quality or state of beih* ^ 
hement : intensity ™* ^ 

ve-he-ment \Ve-o-m«it\ adj [MB, fr. MF, fr. L vehement-, vehement 




ve*hl*cle \«v6-o-kal also •v«- l hl4c»I\ n [F vihicule, fr. L vehiekhan ^ 
riage, conveyance, fr. vehere to carry — more at way] (1612) 1 a vnS 
inert medium (as a syrup) in which a medicinally active agent is admin- 
istered b : any of various media acting usu. as solvents, carriersTiS 
binders for active ingredients or pigments 2 : an agent of transnussfao 
: carrier 3 : a medium through which something Is expressed 
achieved, or displayed <an investment ~>; esp : a work created esrTte 
display the talents of a particular performer 4 : a means of carnine 
or transporting something <planes, trains, and other ^e>>: as aiMch 
tor vehicle b : a piece of mechanized equipment • ' ■ 

ve-hlc.u.|or \v€-*hi-ky»49r\ adj (1616) 1 a : of , relating to, or de- 
signed for vehicles and esp. motor vehicles b : transported by vehicle 
C : caused by or resulting from the operation of a vehicle W homi- 
cide) 2 : serving as a vehicle ^ 

V-8 Vve-«at\ n (1930) : an Internal combustion engine having two banks 
of four cylinders each with the banks at an angle to each other, also 
: an automobile having such an engine 

Well \VaI\ n [MR fr. AF writ veiUe, fr. L vela, pL of velum sail, awnW 
curtain] (13c) 1 a : a length of cloth worn by women as acoveringfor 
toe bead and shoulders and often esp. in Eastern countries for thetace; 
specif : the outer covering of a nun's headdress b : a length of veiling 
or netting worn over the head or face or attached for protection or or- 
nament to a hat or headdress <a bridal ~> c : any of various liturgi- 
cal cloths; esp : a doth used to cover the chalice 2 : the life of a aim 
— often used in the phrase take the veil 3 : a concealing curtain or 
cover of cloth 4 : something that resembles a vefl <a ~ of stars); esp 
: something that hides or obscures like a vefl (lift the ~ of secrecy) 5 
: a covering body part or membrane: as a : velum b : CAUL 
^veH vt (14c) : to cover, provide, obscure, or conceal with or as if with a 
veil ^ vi : to put on or wear a veil 

veiled VvSld\ adj (14c) 1 a : having or wearing a veil or a concealing 
cover <a ~ hat) b : characterized by a softening tonal distortion 2 
: obscured as if by a veil : disguised <"w threats) 

veiMng\»vfi-lin\«(13c) 1 : any of various light sheer fabrics 2 : veil 

Wein VvarA n [ME vebie, fr. AF, fr. L vena] (14c) 1 a : a narrow water 
channel in rock or earth or in ice b(l):LODB2 (2) : a bed of useful' 
mineral matter c : lode 3 2 : blood- vessel; esp : any of the tubu- 
lar branching vessels that carry blood from the capillaries toward the 
heart 3 a : any of the vascular bundles forming the framework of a 
leaf b : any of the thickened cuticular ribs that serve to stiffen the 
wings of an insect 4 : something suggesting veins (as in reticulation); 
specif • & wavy variegation (as in marble) 5 a : a distinctive mode of 
expression : STYLE (stories in a romantic '*-') b : a distinctive element 
or quality : strain (introduced a welcome ~ of humor) c : a line of 
thought or action (renewed discussion along the same ~) 6 a : a spe- 
cial aptitude (inherited an artistic ~> b : a usu. transitory and casu- 
ally attained mood c : top form (thou troublest me; I am not in the ^ 
„ — Shak.) — veln*al \Va-n1\ adj 
^efn vt (1502) : to pattern with or as if with veins 

veined Yvand\ aaj (ca. 1529) : patterned with or as if with veins : hav- 
ing venation : streaked <a < — ' leaf) <^ marble) <~ cheese) 

veln*er \»va-nor\ n (1895) : a small V gouge used in wood carving 

velrvlnq \*v5-nin\ n (1826) : a pattern of veins : venation 

veln.!ef Vvan-bt\ n (1831) : a small vein 

ve ny \*va-ne\ aaj (1611) : full of veins : noticeably veined <~ hands) 
vei abbr velocity 

ve-la*men \va-'la-mon\ n, pi ve«lam*l*na Vla-ma-naX tNL, fr- L, cover- 
ing, fr. velare to cover, fr. velum curtain] (1882) : the thick corky epi- 
dermis of aerial roots of an epiphytic orchid that absorbs water from 
toe atmosphere 

ve-lar Vve-larN aaj tNL velaris, fr. velum} (1876) 1 : formed with the 
back of the tongue touching or near the soft palate (the ~ \k\ of vkul\ 
cooty 2 : of, forming, or relating to a velum and esp. the soft palate — 
velar n 

ve-laM-um \vi-»ler-e-om\ n, pi 4a \-6-o\ tL, fr. velum curtain] (18*0 

: an awning over an ancient Roman theater or amphitheater •*•* 
ve«lar.|.za«tlon \.v6-b-ro-»za-shan\ n (1915) 1 : the quality or state of 

being yelarized 2 : an act or instance of velarizing • 
ve-lar.be \ , ve-l*- I rrz\ vt -teed; -lz«lng (1915) : to modify (as the 

WOlXpooO by a simultaneous velar articulation , * . 

VeVcro \Nel-G)kr6\ trademark — used for a closure consisting of a 

piece of fabric of small hooks that sticks to a corresponding fabric oi 

veWor 1 ve%t Vvelt, felt\ n JAfrik veld, fr. D, field; akin to OB fold ^£ 
(1835) : a grassland esp. of southern Africa usu. with scattered shruDs 
or trees 

ve*ll.ger WWa^or, *ve-\ n [NL, fr. velum + *er bearing, fr . 

bearj (1877) : a larval moHusk in the stage when it has developed tw 

velum .... Li±ju 

veMe-l-ty \ve-*le-»-te, va-\ tL pi -ties [NL veUeitas, fr. hveHe'to won, 

will — more at will] (1618) 1 : the lowest degree of volition 2 . * 

slight wish or tendency : inclination 
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